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whom ye have crucified, both Lord ang Chrin,” 
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Marr, xvi. 13 and 15. 


* Teſus aſked his diſciples, ſaying, Whom do men 


ſay that I the Son of Man am ? Whon do ye ſay 
that I am?” 


LILIES 1 E chief reaſon why our Saviour i is 
> X ſo lighted, and why his words are of 


NEN * X*X& fo little weight with the greateſt part 


; 8 Far of mankind, is, becauſe they do not 
X know who he is. And even among 
KEW thoſe who are called by his name, 
and read his ſcriptures daily, there are not many 
who heartily believe in him. 


From hence it is, that ſome, akes: they ſ. eak 


ſeriouſly, or talk of religious matters, chuſe as 
little as poſſible to name Jeſus Chriſt, or his merits 


and redemption, but rather mention God Almigh- 

ty, our Maker, the divine Being, &c. And the 
more is the pity, It is often looked upon as ridi- 
culous to ſpeak of our Saviour as the true and 


very God; and ſuch as venture to do it, muſt ex- 
pet to be ſeorned, and jeered, and laughed at for it, 


and will ſurely be as ſpeckled birds, and as fools 


in all company. And thus for want of true 


faith in him, miniſters, people, and whole coun- 
tries, by little and little, leave the primitive doc. 
trine of Chriſt, and get into a ſort of refined hea- 


theniſm; and this, 1 fear, is too much our caſe in 
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3 
theſe realms, where once the churches looked upon 
the Redeemer as their only Lord &, and watered . 
this doctrine with the blood of ſome hundreds of 
martyrs; and upon which our Engliſh church ſo- 
lemnly profeſſes to be built in all her articles and 
homilies. 3 8 
In oppoſing ſuperſtition and the unreaſonable 
and upſeriptural principles of a degenerate church, 
ſome bave unawares denied the faith, and ruſhed 
into infidelity, and a modeſt fort of atheiſm. To 
prevent my chriſtian brethren from this, I will! 
_ endeavour, if poſſible, to be a means; and therefore 


have choſen this text, which are the words of our 


Saviour to his diſciptes, and which I will ſpeak of 20 


in order. 


Our Saviour knew what was in man, and needed 

not that any one ſhould teach him; but to prove 
his diſciples, he once aſked them, Whom do men 
ſay that I the Son of Man am?” they anſwered, 
« Some ſay thou art Elias, others fay thou art Je- 
remias; and ſome think thou art John the Baptiſt, or 
one of the old prophets riſen from the dead.” How 


_ confuſed were many at that time, and how few 


thought right] But it ſeems much the ſame even 
now, for fee how all men differ in their judgments 
about him. The Turks ſay, he was a juſt perſon, 
a prophet of God, but no more. The Jews are 
divided; the moſt part look upon him as a deceiver, 
and the very deſtroyer of their religion and coun- 
try, and do not like te hear of him, while a few, 


leis raſh, think better of him; but none will bear 


to hear that he is the Lord Jehovah; in them is 
that ſcripture fulfilled, ** He came to his own, 
and his own received him not,” John i. 11. 


| dee the bym after the Communion, 


„ 
Among the nominal, or ſo called, chriſtians, 
men who confeſs the truth of the New-Teſta- 
ment, how many opinions are there? Some loox 
upon the Son of Man as a prophet, and apoſtle of 
God, the laſt and greateſt of all the ſeers, or 
one of the higheſt of the principalities, whom 
God has honoured and appointed to be the Founder 
of our religion and pattern of chriſtianity ; which 
religious order he ſtored with divine and whol- 
ſom laws, perfected its precepts, lived in it a 
holy life, as a pattern and example; and, at laſt, 
after he had been a preacher of the beſt doctrines 
and ſolid morality, died a martyr for his religion, 
There are others who think him ſtill more, and 
conclude, that no man could do the miracles that 
he did, except God was with him ;'? and theſe can 
eaſily conſent that he is the Son of God, and no 
mere man, but nevertheleſs will have a God whom 
they call the Father greater than he, and above him; 
and are far from meaning Jeſus, when they read 
or ſpeak of God Almighty ; neither do they wor- 
ſhip or pray to him as the Lord of heaven and earth, 
Jehovah, „ 15 5 3 
From whence proceed theſe different principles 
of Chriſt ? Why from hence, being ignorant of the 
ſcriptures and the power of God. If they had known 
the ſcriptures they would anſwer cheartully when 
aſked, What do ye think of Chriſt ? he is the Lord, 
the Lord from heaven, the I AM; him, which is, 
and which was, and which is to come, the God of our 
Fathers, the; Lord God Almighty;“ for thus the 


ſcriptures preach him every where. And had their 


hearts ever been enlightened by the Father; had 
they ever been taught of the Holy Ghoſt, or felt 
the power of God upon their own ſouls, they would 
„ | ng” es Eonfeſs 
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confeſs with Thomass, & Thou art my Lord and my 


God!“ or with St. Peter, Thou art the Chriſt | 
the Son of the living God !” And in another place, 
e ng from me, forT am a ſinful man, O Lord 255 
„ 

Thus it is then that men are prone to err, and 


judge according to their own weak reaſon, that 
neither the beſt confeſſions of faith, creeds, articles, 
homilies, liturgies, nor even che ſcripture itfelf, 


without the illumination of the Holy Spirit, can 
make them think rightly, or believe worthily, of 
the Son of Man our Lord. 9 


What will be moſt proper to be conſidered i in this 5 
diſcourſe will be, 

Firſt, The divinity of jeſus Chriſt, and his 
eternal being and ſupremacy before all worlds, 
of all which he is the Maker, Lord, and Up- 
holder. : 
Secondly, The dofrine of his humanity, of 
chat myſtery of grace, his holy incarnation; 
and ſor what end he was made man, and ſuffered | 


En death. 


Thirdly, The hearty confeſſion of a truly chrif« 8 


tlan man. 


1 mall Sade myſelf to ſpeak 3 as the ora- 
cles of God, and to ſay none other, in defence 


and proof of theſe things, than what Moſes, the 


prophets, the Palms, and witneſſes of Jeſus have 


before ſpoken, The church, which is the pillar 
and ground of truth, has always received the 
teſtimony of the ſcriptures; and we know, © if 


any J hear not theſe, then neither would "he be 


perſuade though one roſe from the dead.“ Where 


ſome 


tx) 


fome have dared to queſtion their veracity and 
truth, and ventured imprudently to jeſt or trifle 


with the words of God, againſt their own con- 


ſcience; ſuch I leave to the Judge of all the earth, 


who in „that day ſhall judge the dead out of the 5 
things written in the book;“ and on purpoſe I will 


ſpeak only to thoſe who receive the ſcriptures as the 
true ſayings of God, 


I believe no one can read the bible, and count _ 
Chriſt's divinity a new doctrine ; for then he muſt 


have eyes and not fee, and ears and not hear, 
ſince all the prophets have witneſſed of him, and 
put it out of doubt, that he 1s the ſame that ap- 


peared to the fathers, the Holy One of Iſrael, the 
true God and eternal life; and this will be plain 


from what follows, l 
It is ſaid in the 18th . of Gen. The Lord 


appeared to Abraham, that Abraham ſaw him, that 


he pleaded with him, that the Lord went his way 

from communing with him,” &c. In the 26th chap. 
it is ſaid again, © The Lord appeared to Iſaac:“ 
And in the 32d chap. He met Jacob, wreſtled with 


him, gave him a new name,” &c. And Jacob ſaid, 


& ] have ſeen God face to face;“ and from kenes 


be was called, The God of Abraham, the God 
of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob,” i.e, the God who 
appeared to them, whom they ſerved, and who 


blefled them. 


II like manner he 3 to Moles, not only 
when he was hid in the rock, and the glory ot 


God paſſed before him, and he ſaw the back parts 


of Jehovah, but it is alſo ſaid, ** He ſaw a ſimilitude 
of God more than other prophets, and ſpake with 
him face to face, as a man ſpeaketh with his friend,” 
Exod, XXXili, 11. Numb. xii. 8. 80 Monoah and | 
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his wife ſaw God, Judges! xiii, 22. So Joſhua 


ſaw the Lord and worſhipped him, as the Lord of 


boſts, Joſhua v. 14. Micaiah ſays, “I ſaw the 


Lord,” 1 Kings xxii. 19. Iſaiah ſays the ſane, _ 
alſo ſaw the Lord,” Iſa, vi. 1. And Daniel ſays 1 


beheld the Ancient of Days,” Dan. vii. 9. After all 
which our Saviour affirms, “No man hath ſeen the 
Father,” John vi. 46. ** Aim whom ye ſay is your 
God, no man hath ſeen at any time,” John i. 18. 


99 John Iv. 12. But then who was it that appeared - | 


Whom did Moſes and the prophets fee ? It was Je- 
us Chriſt : All ſaw him and ſpake of him: All 


the ſcriptures teſtify of him, John v. 39. © He is 


the Lord,” Acts ix, 17, © He is the Almighty,” 
Rev. i. 8. He is the true God,” 1 John v. 20. 


le is the only Lord God, and our Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt,” Jade, der. 4. Hs 
This Job knew well when he ſaid, God ſhall 


| Nand the latter day upon the earth, whom [I ſhall ſee 
in my fleſh,” Jab xix 25, 26. And David, through- _ 

out the Plalms, calls him, My Lord, my Saviour, 
my Light, my Redeemer: The Lord is my Shep- 


herd, Pf, xxiii. The Lord is my Rock,” Pf, xviii. 
2. We know our Saviour applies this to himſelf, and 
ſays, ** I am the good Shepherd,” John x. 11. St, 
Paul alſo ſays, ** The Rock is Chriſt,” 1 Cor. x. 4. 


Even the unutterable name which God named to 


Moſes out of the buſh (and which is looked upon 


as the moſt dreadful and ſacred of all the names of 
God) our Saviour appropriates to himſelf, and for 
which cauſe the Jews were about to ſtone him: See 
John viii. 24 and 58. Should we ſearch diligently 


the prophets and the Pſalms concerning Jeſus, we 
ſhould ſoon ſee, that the Saviour born to us, is 
Chriſt the Lord: The Son given to us is the Mighty 


of God, the everlaſting Father, the Moſt Holy, the Re- 


deemer, 


11 
deemer, the God of the whole earth, Luke ii. 17. 
Iſa. ix. 6. Dan. ix. 24. IIa. liv: 5. Vea, Hail, 
who, on account of his great inſight into the per- 
| fon and kingdom of Chriſt, has been called the 
evangelical prophet, boldly aſſerts, He is God, 
and there is none elſe, the Jord, a juſt God, and 4 
Saviour, and there is none beſides him,” Ia. xiv, 
55 21, 22. It is ko the Son David he faith, Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a ſceptre of 
righteouſneſs is the ſceptre of thy kingdom, &c. 
Thou, Lord, in the beginning haſt laid the foun- 
dation of the earth, and the heavens are the work 
of thy hands; they ſhall periſh, but thou remain— 
eth; and they ſhall all wax old as doth a garment, 
and as a veſture ſhalt thou fold them up, and they 
ſhall be changed, but thou art THE SAME, and thy 
. years hail not ͤ i. 8,9, 10, Its 12, 
tſaiah, when he ſaw his glory afar off, knew he 
would one day tabernacle with men; and had 
foretold his name ſhall be Immanuel,“ Ifa. vii, 
14. or, as St. Paul hath it, “God manifeſt in the 
fleſh,“ 1 Tim. iii. 16. So Micah, ſpeaking of God's 
birth in the world, ſays, concerning his eternal 
exiſtence, his goings forth have been of old, even 
from everlaſting,” Micah W 
But why need I to ufe ſo many arguments, or 
bring more proofs to make it clear, that this doc- 
trine of the Son of Man's Godhead is according to 
the ſcriptures, ſince “ his name is above every 
name that is named in heaven?” Phil. ii. 9. and 
ſince all the angels of God, or all the Elohims, or 
God's worſhip before him: and the whole firſt 
chapter of the epiſtle to the Hebrews was written 


1 fo prove the ſame thing; namely, that Jeſus is no 


created being, no angel, in the common fenſe, no 
% inferior 


00 | 
inferior deity, but the Maker and Supporter of al} 
worlds and creatures, the very eſſence and expreſs 
image and perſon of God, whom all creatures and 

angels ſerve, and before whom all the gods fal! 
down and worſhip, De ob ors: 
That he is more than all prophets and ſons of 
God is evident alſo from Heb. iii. 3. This Man 
is counted worthy of more honour than Moſes, in 
as much as he who has builded the houſe, has 
more honour than the houſe, becauſe he built the 
houſe, which houſe we are; and is before all 
things, and author of all, whether angels, prin- 
cipalities, thrones, or men, viſible or inviſible; 
and is heir and inheritor of all, ſupporting them by 
the word of his power; God over all bleſſed for 
ever, Heb. 1. 2, 3. John i. 3, 10. Rom. ix. 5. 
hut to ſay no more, if he be not God, verily and 
truly, how can we blame the Jews for going about 
to ſtone him? or how can we ſay, with wicked 
hands they have crucified and ſlain him?“ Since 
their reaſons for it were, Becauſe of blaſphemy, in 
that he being a man made himſelf God, John x. 
33. and becauſe he ſaid, Before Abraham was, 


IAM,“ Jobn viii. 58. And this was their accu- 


ſation before Pilate, ** He 'ought to die, becauſe he 
made himſelf the Son of God,” John xix. 7. My 
dear brethren, there is no medium, either he is God, 
or a blaſphemer. If he be God, then give him his 
honour, and ſerve him as God; and if not, then 
do not be any longer called by his name; openly 
join the Turks and Jews, and cry out, Away with 
him from the earth! We will not have this Man to 
•7õõé ˙R 8 
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1 8o ſure were the cloud of his witneſſes, and 


the noble army of martyrs, of the eternal divi- 


nity of their Maſter, that they would know no 
other, preached no other, but agreed to publiſh 


through the earth the doctrine they had received 


of their Head. All men muſt honour the Son, 


even as the Father: He that honoureth not the 


Son, honoureth not the Father,“ John v. 23. He 
that is not in the doctrine of the Son, he is with- 
out God, he is an Atheiſt, 2 John 9. Among the 
faithful aſſertors of this true doctrine, St. Paul 
is particular; he tells the Epheſians, ** at that time 
that ye were without Chriſt, ye were without God 
in the world,” Eph. ii. 12. And again, © In 
him dwelleth the whole fulneſs of the Godhead 
_ bodily,” Col. ii. 9. But all this we have imme- 
diately from the Lord and Biſhop of our Souls him 
ſelf: For when Philip wanted once to ſee the Fa- 
ther, of whom he had heard Jeſus ſay fo much, and 
thought then he ſhould be fully ſatisfied, our Saviour 
ſaid to him, “ Philip, have I been ſo long with you, 
and you have not ſeen me? He that ſeeth me, teeth 
the F ather: I am in the Father, and the Father in 
-me;7-John-xiv. 0, ieee . 
The whole book of the Revelations teacheth us, 
that Jeſus is he, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty : He who is God 
and the Almighty in the midſt of the throne: He 
before whom all ſing and worſhip upon their faces, 
caſting down their crowns to the ground at his 
feet, becauſe he has been ſlain: He who is the 
King of kings and Lord of lords: He who ſhall. 


judge the world, and is the Firſt and the Laſt ;* 


and who is, as St, Peter and Paul declare him, 
« N ee Ann 


B 2 I paſs 
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E 
I paſs by, on purpoſe, many places of this kin'd 
becauſe if 1 ſhould bring all the proofs which cou d 
be brought, to ſhew who the Son of Man is, I muſt 
then bring all the bible, for all teſtify of him, all 
confeis him the Lord, befide martyrs and con- 
feſſore, without number, who all ſung their hymns, 


according to tliny, to one Jeſus, whom they (i. e. 
chriſtians) honoured and worſhipped as God; and 


this the venerable council of Nice con emed. and 
all the churches of Chriſt in the eaſt and well: 


and in every age, both rectived and preached this : 


doctrine: for upon this Rock is the whole univerſal 


or catholic church built, and the gates of hel! 


ſhall not prevail againſt it, T heſe {Criptues, how- 
ever, may be enough to prove, that jeſus is indeed 


the everlaſting Lord God, who made heaven and 


earth, the One God ſpoken of by all the prophets, 


the Supreme Maker and Ruler of all worlds, and 


who, with all his greatneſs and mae is Jelus 
Chriſt our Saviour, 
Now | come, ſecondly, to ſpeak of the b 


of the Moſt High, and for what end Gee hum- 


bled himſelf to put on our nature; and this is well 
expreſicd in the words of the Nicene creed: “ For 
us men, and for our ſalvation, he came down from 
heaven, and was made man:“ or in St. john's 
goſpel, after he had aflerted the word, or Logos, was 
God, and without bim was not any thing made 


thatis made, he ſays, and the Word was made fleſh, 
and dwelt among Us,” John i. 14. And the ſame 
apoſtle even determines hereby who are of God; 

namely, thoſe who confeſs him in the fleſh, an 


forbids to believe or receive any other doctrine, be- 
cauſe he ſays it is of antichriſt, and of the falfe pro- 


Phet, to deny him in the flcſh, x. Jonn 1 IV. 2. Since 2 


then | 


1 


© 


e 
then this is ſo material a matter, let us give th 
more earneſt heed to it, for no myſtery of grace 


or power is greater or more ſacred than this, God 


manifeſt in the fleſh, As ſurely as Jeſus is very 
and eſſentially God, equal to the Father, and the 


Holy Ghoſt, in the bleſſed Trinity, ſo alſo is he 


very and true man, fleſh of our fleſh, and bone 
of our bone, © and became like us in all things, ſin 
only excepted. » This was needful, for elſe he 


could not have ſuffered or died ; ad in this re- 
ſpect, he who was God, and thought it no rob- 
bery to be equal with God, humbled himſelf, and 
was in form of a ſervant, and differed nothing from 
2 ſervant, though he was Lord of all: And In this 


eſtate it was true, the Father was greater than he, 


and every angel higher than he, ** ſince for the Cuf- 
fering of death he was made a little lower than the 
angels,” Heb. ii. 9. 


Here then come and worſhip, and adore, and 


be aſtoniſhed all who hear me! to ſee him who 


made you, and is the very. image and brightneſs 


of the Father, made a man, and appearing in the 
likeneſs of ſinful fleſh. See him before whom 
the ſeraphims covered their faces in their wings, 


now the Son of Man, and the offspring of David. 


He humbles himſelf, and appears in our nature 


and image when we had loſt and forfeited his. He 


Jays by "all the glory of a Son, and is a ſervant, 


under the law, that we who were fervants, might 


reccive the jglory and honour to become ſons of 
| God. Here, then, ſee how he loved us. He did 


not ſtoop to be an angel, or wear the form of a 
ſeraphim, though that had been amazing humi- 
lity, but ſtooped yet far lower, and became man! 


Why this Was neceſſary, and why God would 
Wen 
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vouchſafe ſo to abaſe himſelf} was, That as by man 
came ſin, ſo by man might ſin be taken away: 


That as by one man's diſobedience all became 
ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one Man all might 

become righteous, 
aim through the whole ; and therefore, when he 


Redemption was his divine 


ſaw fin enter into the world, and beheld the 
dreadful effects of it upon every creature, and 
knew how the curſe, and death, and hell, would 
ruin juſtly all mankind, he pitied us, or, as it is 
expreſſed in Ezekiel, ** ſaw us in our blood, and had 
compaſſion on us.” He knew he had not made us 
to deftroy us, nor could dclight in the death of 
a ſinner, or even bear to ſee us loſt without help. 


No, far be ſuch thoughts from our hearts; he 


loved us with everlaſting love, and reſolved to be 
our Saviour, His heart yearned over us, and was 


touched with our miſeries and ſad eftate; and 


though he knew before hand what it would coſt 


Him to ſave us with equity, and to bring us out of 
the hands of the enemy, with righteouſneſs, yet 
he determined, caſt what it would, to ſave us. He 
foreſaw what he muſt endure in our ſtead, what 


Horror and diſtreſs he muſt ſuſtain in making an 


atonement for us; conſidered how our puniſhment _ 


would make him ſweat blood, and endure the pangs 


of hell and death, yet he was bent upon our de- 
livery, and ſaw of the travail of his ſoul, and was 


ſatis fied. FCC 
This was then the great end of our Lord Jehovah's 

incarnation, that he might be capable of dying for 

his church, and ſuffering in our ſtead, and ſo clear, 


and abſolve, and juſtify us before his throne, and 
reconcile us to his Father and our Father, and 
make up our breach, Here at once he makes all 


E 45-1 


bis angels ſee how he loved us; and to make 4 


perfect and infinite amends and ſatisfaction, he 


: decrees to offer up himſelf, and“ bear all our ſins 


in. his own body on the tree,” He knew no 
creature could undertake this work, nor indeed 
would he truſt any one with the foals who were fo 
precious in his fight, or hazard their periſhing 
eternally, through the default of him to whom he 
ſhould truſt the recemption, He only was wor- 
thy in heaven and earth, and under the earth, to 
be the Saviour; and therefore when the appoint- 
ed time came, the day of God's vengeance, he 
came down ready, into the world, to meet the ſtorm, 


and drink up the curſe in his own fleſh and blood, 


Therefore he uſes that ſimilitude in the gofpel, 


* I would have gathered you as a hen gatheretn 


her chickens under her wings.” We know how 


the careful hen behaves, when the ſky lowers and 


threatens a ſtorm, ſhe ſpreads out her wings over 
her chickens, and fits contented in the ſhower and 
tempeſt to ſhelter and ſcreen them ; and often it 


has been ſeen, that a hen has really died and pe- 


' Fiſhed over her young, when the ſtorm of heavy 
hail or rain has been great. But now forget where 
vou are, and let me lead you to mount Calvery, and 


I will ſhew you the antitype of all this and greater 


| love: there Jeſus, the God of all fleſh, and Shep- 


| herd of the ſheep, when he ſaw the wrath like a 


black cloud lower, or, as he ſays in the Plalms, 
when the water-ſpouts of God threatened,” he 
made ready, put on our nature, and ſtretched out 


bis arms upon the croſs, as the hen ſtretches out 


her wings, and calls to all his guilty children, 


„Come unto me: turn ye to the ſtrong hold, 
till the wrath be overpaſt;” and there does he die 
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in the diftrefling ſtormy wind and tempeſt: The 
billows went over his head; the ſword of the Lord 


awakened upon him, and the deep waters entered 


his ſoul; but there he hung amidſt all, that he 
might be a hiding place to his people, a refuge and 


a ſanctuary to his guilty flock, and did not grudge 
to die, treading, as it were, che wine preſs of the 
wrath of God, ſo he might thereby but ſpare the 


ſouls, and gather them to him as a hen gathereth 


her chickens under her wings: and this is true, 
whoever flies to him, or eſcapes to that Shelter, ſhall 
be ſafe, they ſhall find a reſt for their ſouls. This 
was his aim in becoming a man, his deſign in 
tabernacling among us, that to him ſhall alf fleſh 


come; and that whoſozver would come to him 


ſhould find everlaſting life: This many thouſand 
ſouls find true daily, and experience in their hearts 


aſſuredly, that they are ſafe in him, and no man 
ſhall pluck them our of his hands. O bleſſed 
Refuge! O happy reſugees ! would to God that 


all who hear me this day had found him their 


ſtrong hold, their place to flee to in time of 
trouble, 5 knew his everlaſting arms were 
over them, to ſhelter and bleſs them, and under- 


neath to keep them leſt they ſhould ſal} ! Would 


to God all that are here did hereby perceive the 
love of God, that he laid down his life for us! 
Would to God that all overſeers, miniſters, and 
ſhepherds, in the ſervice of the chief Prieſt, would 
but hence learn how God loved the world, and 
would not ſpare any pains, or cares, or labour, 
night or day, to help and feed the church, 
which God purchaſed with his own blood, but 
let all men | fee, by their diligence and concern 


for 
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for the ſalvation of men, that they believe in their 
hearts what they read and confeſs with their lips, 
concerning the love of Chriſt, and this his merci» 
ful and glorious redemption. Whoever have 
known him, have known him God Almighty 7 and 
of this' their inmoſt heart is perſuaded by the Holy 
Ghoſt; and 'whoever have got his redemption, are 
out of doubt that their ſins have been waſhed 
away, and their raiment made white in the blood 
of the Lamb. It is ſuch who worſhip him as their 
true Lord and Saviour; and ſuch only can properly 
anſwer to his queſtion, ** Whom do you ſay that 
I am?”. Theſe, without heſitation, without much 
time to reflect, and without all doubt know and 
can anſwer, Thou art Chriſt the Son of the 
living God! Thou art the Lord! Thou art my 
Lord and my God!“ V 
This brings me to the third thing propoſea : 
Since this is the confeſſion of a true chriſtian man, 
to anſwer to that queſtion of the Lord Chriſt, 
© Whom do you ſay that I am? Whom doſt thou 
ſay that I the Son of Man am?” Here the believer is 
not at a loſs, he believes Jeſus Chriſt is his God 
and Maker, and has ſaved him by dying for him 
in his fleſh, elſe he believes nothing at all, and is 
not worthy to be called by his name; and even 

his calling him Lord, Lord, is taking his name in 

| vain, But, as I ſaid, a believer, a true chriſtian, 


a child of God, a diſciple or follower of Chriſt, 


is one who has not ſatisfied or contented himſelf 
with the name of a chriſtian, or with hearing the 
_ goſpel of ſalvation, or with performing pious deeds, 
or good works, &c. alone, but has obtained of the 
Holy Ghoſt a living faith in the Godhead and 
blood of our Saviour, and knows and feels that 
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all his 'fins and offences are pardoned and. dons 
away, and he is juſtified juſtly by Chriſt's death, 
| who gave himſelf in his ſtead, and ſuffered, and 
underwent his curſe to ſave and redeem him. This 


he firmly depends upon and is comforted, and lives 
a happy and good liſe, to the honour of the holy 


name which is named upon him. Nor is ſuch an 
one atraid or aſhamed to acknowledge Jeſus before 
men; nor will that God, in whom he believes, be 


aſbamed of him before the angels, when he ſhall. 
come at the latter day in the glory of his Father: 
But here, in an adulterous generation, where men 
do not love him, nor live. to pleaſe him: Here, 
where ſatan's ſeatis, and where many deſpiſe the fool- 


iſnneſs of the, preaching of the croſs, he continues a 


witneis of the Lamb, and when aſked, Whom do 


155 ſay that Jeſus is? can make this happy anſwer, 


believe he is the God of the whole earth, | wy Savi- 


our aud my Redeemer. 


I believe that Jeſus Chriſt who was born in 


Bethlehem of the virgin Mary, who ſuffered under 
Pontius Pilate without the gates of Jeruſalem, is 
verily, truly, and eternally God, the ſame perſon 


all the ſcriptures mention and treat of, and whom 
all true believers in all ages have keown and wor- 


ſhipped, as the Holy One of Iſrael, the God of all 


mankind. 


1 believe God, the whole Godhead by him made 5 
heaven and earth; and all the worlds, things viſible 
and inviſible ; that he made me body and ſoul, 
and ſaw me from his throne in my ſinful eſtate, 
and loved and pitied me, and, in due time, was a 
man for my fake; and by his obedience and 


meritorius life and death, bas now fully atoned 


for all my miſdeeds and fins, and made me N 


„ 
juſt in the ſight of God, and the whole blefſed Tri- 
nity. I believe this Jeſus Chaiſt is my God, my 
Lord, my Righteouſneſs, my holineſs, my redemp- 5 
tion; the only wiſdom which can do me good; 
my Saviour in time and in eternity; and 1 will 
hereon venture my body and ſoul for ever and 
ever. 
1 believe alſo and confols, that though [ have been 


8 unworthy of his mercy, and no more deſerved his 


favour, that yet, out of his free grace. his Holy, 
Spirit has awakened and called me out of all my 
ſins, and made me to be concerned about my eter- 
nal ſtate, and athirſt for mercy and righteouſneſs; | 
that then it pleaſed the Son of God my Saviour 
to reveal his love in my heart, and to manifeſt him- 
ſelf to me, ſo that now I know I am his, and he is 
mine. He loves me and i him; and whether I live 
or die, I am his, who both lived and died, and roſe 
and revived, that he might be the Lord both of the 
dead and of the living. 
Ü believe when I depart out of this world I ſhall 
go to him in peace; and when my pilgrimage and 
warfare is ended, I ſhall finda reſt with him upon 
his throne; and without taſting death, his angels 
ſhall carry me to his boſom, and I ſhall enter by the 
gates into the, paradiſe of God, and follow him 
upon Mount Zion with the church of the firſt- -born, 
and with the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect z with 


whom I ſhall fit down in white raiment in the : | 
temple of God, and go no more out. 


I believe that a day ſhall come when alt people 
hall ſee the ſame Jeſus that was crucified, coming 
in the clouds, and then every tongue ſhall con- 
feſs his divinity, and every knee bow before him, who 
1 1 then ſhall appear: in his Father's SAY; with all his 
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ſaints and angels; and ſhall himſelf judge the 
world in righteouineſs, and fave whom he will. In 


that day it ſhall be out of doubt who the Son of 
Man is; for heaven, and earth, and hell thall know 
he is the only Potentate, the (od of gods, and Lord 
of lords; and all thoſe that would not have him to 


reign over them, ſhall flee before him. Then I be- 


lieve he will confeſs me, and not be aſhamed of me; 


and on this | depend with all my heart. To him, 


with his Father, and my Father, and to the Holy 
Ghoſt, One God bleſſed for ever, be ſalvation and 
praiſe, henceforth world without end. Amen. | 


